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Culture and Climate Change, a collaboration between the University of 
Sheffield and The Open University, is pleased to launch Climate Change 
in Residence: Future Scenarios, a new networked residency 
programme that embeds artists within contemporary thinking on climate 
research and policy. Three individual artists or collectives working in any 
art form and living and working in the UK will be offered an award of 
£10,000 each for a year-long residency beginning in June 2016. 
 
Climate Change in Residence: Future Scenarios offers artists the 
opportunity to explore how society represents the range of possible future  
climates and develop their own artistic work within climate change 
research and policy networks. To date climate scenarios have envisioned 
possible futures based on estimates of future population levels, economic 
and social activity, governance and technological change. Climate Change 
in Residence aims to give the arts a role in the imagining and 
representation of our changed climate futures. In this way the project 
aims to support more open and imaginative, but also more purposeful 
responses to the challenges of climate change now. Applications are 
welcome from creative practitioners working in visual art, film and digital, 
combined arts, dance, music, literature, theatre and performance, and 
craft and design. 
 
Climate Change in Residence: Future Scenarios is pioneering the 
‘networked residency’, a new model of residency where the artist is 



embedded in networks that inform the development of climate scenarios, 
rather than a traditional residency situated within one institution. 
 
Says Renata Tyszczuk, Senior Lecturer in Architecture at the University of 
Sheffield, “The Climate Change in Residence project offers artists 
interested in climate change a unique and exciting opportunity to work 
within a network of internationally renowned climate researchers and 
policy people. We hope that by establishing new forms of collaboration 
between researchers and artists, we can help to open up and bring more 
energy to contemporary debates about climate change and the future.” 
 
Set up in 2009, Culture and Climate Change is a series of events, 
podcasts and publications bringing together leading researchers, artists, 
producers and journalists including Nick Drake, Roger Harrabin, Ruth 
Padel, Oliver Morton and Marina Warner to discuss ideas around culture 
and climate change, set up by Joe Smith, Senior Lecturer in the 
Geography Department of The Open University; Renata Tyszczuk, Senior 
Lecturer at the University of Sheffield School of Architecture, and Robert 
Butler, co-founder of the Ashden Trust.  They have worked with artists 
and writers including 
 
For more information, images and interviews please email Janette 
Scott Arts PR on janettescottartspr@gmail or 07966 486156. 
 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
Climate Change in Residence: Future Scenarios awards residencies to three 
artists. The project experiments with a new form of arts residency offering access 
to a network of climate change researchers across the UK. Opening on 2 
December 2015, the call welcomes applications from individuals and collectives 
working in any art form to work on new creative projects engaging with scenarios 
of climate change.  Art forms include visual art, film and digital, combined arts, 
dance, music, literature, theatre and performance, and craft and design. 
 
Applications for the residency can be made by completing the form available on 
the website. The deadline for applications is 5pm on Monday 15 February 2016. 
The residencies take place between June 2016 and May 2017 and each includes 
an award of £10,000. To download an application form and for further details 
about the residency see www.cultureandclimatechange.co.uk  The 
announcement of the award winners will be in May 2016. 
 
Climate Change in Residence focuses on the imagining and representation of 
climate change scenarios that play a prominent role in climate research, policy 
and communication. Climate scenarios are ultimately collective acts of 
imagination about possible futures in human-natural-hybrid systems. They tend 
to be dominated by natural science and economics and have little cultural depth. 
It is hoped that the project will result in new creative work that will encourage 
more open and imaginative, but also more purposeful, responses to the 
challenges of climate change in the present. 
 
Culture and Climate Change launched in 2009 as a series of discussions, 
events, podcasts and publications intended to bridge the gap between academic 
research and cultural activity.  In Culture and Climate Change: Recordings over 



20 artists, academics, producers, broadcasters, journalists and campaigners 
including Roger Harrabin, Siobhan Davies, Marcus Brigstocke, Charlie Kronick, 
Quentin Cooper, Mike Hulme and Oliver Morton contributed essays and dialogue 
on the cultural framings of climate change. In a later project, Culture and Climate 
Change: Narratives Nick Drake, Caspar Henderson, Isabel Hilton, Ruth Padel, 
Marina Warner, Kris de Meyer and other writers and scientists discussed 
strategies for developing more nuanced stories about climate change to 
encourage better understanding and more credible actions. 
 
Culture and Climate Change is supported by The Open University Open Space 
Research Centre, The University of Sheffield School of Architecture, the Ashden 
Trust and the Jerwood Charitable Foundation. It has also been supported by a 
wide range of other contributors and institutional partners including TippingPoint, 
Arts Admin and the Free Word Centre.  www.cultureandclimatechange.co.uk 
 
Jerwood Charitable Foundation is dedicated to imaginative and 
responsible revenue funding of the arts, supporting artists to develop and 
grow at important stages in their careers. The aim of its funding is to 
allow artists and arts organisations to thrive; to continue to develop their 
skills, imagination and creativity with integrity. It works with artists across 
art forms, from dance and theatre to literature, music and the visual arts. 
For more information visit www.jerwoodcharitablefoundation.org 
 
 

          
 
 

 
 
 
 
Image: Simulation of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. Courtesy, NASA/GSFC. 


