
‘the idiosyncratic genius of CB editions’

      – Nicholas Lezard, Guardian
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‘the enterprising CB editions’
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The Palm Beach Effect: 
Reflections on Michael Hofmann
edited by André Naffis-Sahely and Julian Stannard

‘He is contemporary poetry’s most flitting and elusive ghost, 
the white whale of our lost alternative to all that is provincial 
and small in a tawdry world, our impossible strong enchanter’  
– David Wheatley

‘MH was a league ahead of the rest of us; while we were 
writing solemn young poems, he was writing a poem entitled 
“Solemn Young Poem”’ – Stephen Romer

‘Sitting in a high-backed conference-room chair, he has the 
look of someone who’s just hopped off a bike’   
– Curtis D’Costa

Michael Hofmann – poet, translator, critic – has been an 
iconic figure for his generation. His poetry continues to be 
a defining influence on younger writers; his translations (of 
Joseph Roth, Wolfgang Koeppen, Herta Müller and many 
others) have enlarged our world.  

This collection of essays, poems and reflections reaffirms 
Hofmann’s central place in contemporary literature. A 
bibliography and a frontispiece portrait by Arturo Di 
Stefano are included. The 40 contributors include James 
Buchan, Fred D’Aguiar, Hans Magnus Enzensberger, 
Mark Ford, Durs Grünbein, Tessa Hadley, Alan Jenkins, 
James Lasdun, Sarah Maguire, Andrew Motion, Dennis 
O’Driscoll, Christopher Reid, Robin Robertson, Stephen 
Romer, Frederick Seidel, George Szirtes, David Wheatley, 
C. K. Williams and Hugo Williams.

February 2013
isbn 978-0-9573266-0-6

pbk, 210 x 135 mm; 250 pages

£10.00 rrp

   new titles 2013

was founded in 2007 and publishes mainly short fiction and poetry, 
including work in translation. Books can be ordered direct from the website, 
www.cbeditions.com; free delivery for UK orders.

Trade distributor: Central Books (www.centralbooks.com).
Trade representation: Inpress (www.inpressbooks.co.uk).

Cover photograph (of early CBe books) by Martina Geccelli.

CB editions and Chrissy Williams organise the annual Free Verse poetry book fair, 
at which publishers from throughout the UK present and sell their work direct 
to the public. Free Verse 2013 will take place in the Conway Hall in London on 
Saturday, 7 September. For more information, see www.poetrybookfair.com.

Cb editions 



March 2013
isbn 978-0-9573266-1-3

pbk, 210 x 145 mm; 156 pages
£10.00 rrp

Andrew Elliott   Mortality Rate

As one line begets the next, as an image begets a character 
begets an entire history or future, Andrew Elliott’s poems – 
many of them proliferating excursions into the hinterlands 
of 20th-century Germany and America, many involving 
girls, cars  and spaceships by way of paintings, films and 
books – continually divert and confound the reader, 
suggesting that there may be pleasures to be had in not 
seeing the wood from the trees.

Of Andrew Elliott’s previous book, Ciaran Carson wrote: 
‘Lung Soup is a tour de force: nearer perhaps to the prose 
of Thomas Pynchon or Italo Calvino in its play with genre 
than any poetry I can think of.’ 

April 2013
isbn 978-0-9567359-9-7

pbk, 210 x 135 mm; 280 pages
£10.00 rrp

Tony Lurcock   No Particular Hurry: 
British travellers in Finland 1830–1917

This anthology charts the varied responses of British 
writers – ranging from women travellers to naval officers 
engaged in the 1854–5 war against Russia – to the making 
of modern Finland up to 1917, the year of independence. 
Lurcock’s own informed and entertaining commentary is 
an integral part of the book.

Praise for Tony Lurcock’s previous compilation, 
Not So Barren or Uncultivated: British travellers in Finland 
1760–1830:

‘This fascinating survey of the British in Finland’ 
– Paul Binding, Times Literary Supplement

‘Impeccably researched, written in an accessible, lively and 
lucid style, with useful appendices, notes, and bibliography, 
this is a gem of a book which will delight the scholar and 
the general reader alike.’ – Mara Kalnins, Notes and Queries

April 2013
isbn 978-0-9573266-3-7

pbk, 198 x 129 mm; 150 pages
£8.99 rrp

July 2013
isbn 978-0-9573266-4-4

pbk, 198 x 129 mm; 88 pages
£8.99 rrp

Todd McEwen   The Five Simple Machines

‘McEwen offers ferocious wit, a stream of magnificent 
sentences . . . and a blissful knowledge of what really matters 
in life.’ – Guardian

The lever, screw, wheel and axle, wedge, pulley and inclined 
plane. Some argue that the plane is an application of the 
wedge; some insist there’s altogether ‘too much focus on the 
mechanics’ – but a boy whose dik (sic) is beginning to make 
nonsense of the fit of his trousers has to begin somewhere. 
Along the way, fine women are loved and lost, human error 
is not averted, and much is learned, of both a practical and 
a speculative nature. ‘The machine,’ says Saint-Exupéry, 
‘does not isolate man from the great problems of nature but 
plunges him more deeply into them.’

Todd McEwen’s previous novels include Who Sleeps with 
Katz (2003): ‘A classic in the way of books that spread like a 
rumor, of books that you read and, years after they appear, 
find others who’ve read them too, thinking no one else has 
even heard of them’ (salon.com).

D. Nurkse   A Night in Brooklyn

We undid a button,
turned out the light,
and in that narrow bed
we built the great city –

In poems both visionary and alert to every shy caress, lovers 
in a Brooklyn largely vanished – dark bars, wild gardens – 
remake both themselves and the world. Ranging far beyond 
the city, and including versions of anonymous Andalusian 
song fragments and French riddles, A Night in Brooklyn 
returns insistently to the mysteries of time – in which the 
present is unknowable yet ‘only the moment is real’.  

D. Nurkse lives in Brooklyn, New York, and has published 
eight previous collections in the US. Voices over Water, 
published by CBe in the UK in 2011, was shortlisted for the 
Forward Prize.



September 2013
isbn 978-0-9573266-7-5

pbk, 210 x 135 mm; 156 pages
£8.99 rrp

Dan O’Brien   War Reporter    

Let’s watch some more TV. Let’s drink more wine.
As long as I’m safe I don’t need to do
anything. See, this is why I don’t talk
to people. People ask me these questions
they don’t want answers to. 

Paul Watson won a Pultizer Prize for his 1993 photograph 
of a dead American being dragged through the 
streets of Mogadishu; he has since reported from the 
Balkans, Rwanda, Iraq, Afghanistan . . . Deriving from 
correspondence between poet and war reporter, and their 
eventual meeting on the shore of the Arctic Ocean, these 
poems bear unsparing witness to both private trauma and 
the incalculable damage inflicted by contemporary warfare. 

‘The subject of this book is war and the pity of war – 
distilled into very powerful poems that are all the more 
affecting thanks to their clever and restraining use of 
personae. It’s a distinguished achievement.’ 
– Andrew Motion

Dan O’Brien is a US playwright whose play on the same 
subject, The Body of an American, premiered in 2012 and is a 
finalist for the inaugural Kennedy Theater Award.

J. O. Morgan   At Maldon

It begins with crows,
black flecks against the blue,
like bits of bin-liner flapping on the wind . . .

In August 991 a ragtag army of Anglo-Saxons joined 
battle with a Viking raiding party on the Essex coast, an 
event recorded in an incomplete manuscript poem in Old 
English. Retaining its narrative structure but applying 
a modern perspective to its heroic ideals, Morgan uses 
the original poem as a lens through which to re-imagine 
that day in 991 on which men fought recklessly or fled in 
confusion, died or by chance survived. 

Morgan’s previous books from CBe are Natural Mechanical 
(2009), which won the Aldeburgh First Collection Prize and 
was shortlisted for the Forward, and Long Cuts (2011).

October 2013
isbn 978-0-9573266-5-1

pbk, 198 x 129 mm; 62 pages
£8.99 rrp

October 2013
isbn 978-0-9573266-1-0

pbk, 178 x 129 mm; 60 pages
£8.99 rrp

October 2013
isbn 978-0-9573266-6-8

pbk, 198 x 129 mm; 160 pages
£8.99 rrp

Fergus Allen   New & Selected Poems

‘Allen writes poetry that is limpid, very subtle 
and marvellously wise’ – Wiliam Boyd

After a distinguished career in engineering research and 
the civil service, Fergus Allen published his first collection 
at the age of 72. A lifetime’s experience has resulted in a 
body of work that despite its range of subject matter – 
childhood and travel, history and myth, love and error – is 
characterised throughout by a distinctive sensibility: sharp, 
precise, undeceived, yet generous in its wit and affections. 

Introduced by Christopher Reid, this selection has been 
made by Mary Allen from the author’s five previous books: 
three from Faber and one each from Dedalus Press and CB 
editions. It includes a number of previously unpublished 
poems. 

Agota Kristof   The Illiterate
translated by Nina Bogin

Introduction by Gabriel Josipovici

I have become illiterate once again. I, who knew how to read 
at the age of four.

Smuggled out of Hungary in November 1956 with her 
husband and small child, Agota Kristof became a ‘displaced 
person’. Told in a series of brief vignettes, this is her account 
of how, from being unable to speak or read in the language 
of her new country, she became a writer. The spare, 
evocative style will be familiar to readers of The Notebook 
(1986), Kristof ’s celebrated novel in which two children, 
living at the edge of a forest in a country forced by war to 
the edge of extinction, learn what they must to survive.



Nicky Singer  Knight Crew      isbn 978-0-9561073-2-9

‘A story for this generation . . . written with love, passion and 
intelligence’ – Benjamin Zephaniah

Elise Valmorbida  The TV President      isbn 978-0-9557285-7-0

‘Valmorbida seems most concerned to show har far people will go 
in a bid to run away from themselves, and how skilfully this desire 
is courted by corporations . . . luridly entertaining fiction’  – TLS

Dai Vaughan  Sister of the artist      isbn 978-0-9567359-7-3

Prompted by the example of Felix Mendelssohn and his sister Fanny,  
Dai Vaughan (‘One of the most imperiously intelligent fiction-
writers’: Neal Ascherson) addresses the injustice of a brother and 
sister, both artists, whose talents are respectively encouraged and 
thwarted by the conventions of their time and place. 

Marjorie Ann Watts  Are they funny, are they dead?    isbn 978-0-9561073-4-3

‘The ghost of Scheherazade flits though Marjorie Ann Watts’s 
collection, as her elderly characters try to ward off death . . . The 
feistiness of her heroines, who won’t be put off, would surely have 
pleased the late Angela Carter’ – Lesley McDowell, Financial Times

poetry
Fergus Allen  Before Troy      isbn 978-0-9561073-5-0

‘A remarkable energy drives this collection by the nonagenerian Fergus Allen . . . 
There is a wistful, profound attentiveness to the sadness and absurdity of things . . . He 
is completely at ease with colloquial idiom, however, and rarely sounds out of key with 
his time’ – John Greening, Times Literary Supplement

Apollinaire  The Little Auto      isbn 978-0-9567359-4-2

trans. Beverley Bie Brahic

‘This beautifully produced yet cheap book is a way of reminding 
us about [Apollinaire’s] genius, and showing us that high, ground-
breaking art does not have to be intimidating or forbidding.’ 
– Nicholas Lezard, Guardian

Beverley Bie Brahic  White Sheets      isbn 978-0-9561073-5-9

Shortlisted for the Forward Prize 2012; PBS Recommendation
‘These poems live and breathe in large subjects – elegies, memories, images. They move 
easily from urban pastorals to domestic portraits, never losing their balance, always 
commanding their narratives. This is a book of craft, music and a collected vision of life 
that provides pleasure on every page.’ – Eavan Boland

fiction
Jonathan Barrow  The Queue     isbn 978-0-9567359-1-1

‘A wild picaresque fantasy, erotically polymorphous . . . with a cast  of bizarre humans 
and talking animals’ – Independent on Sunday

Andrzej Bursa  Killing Auntie and other work      isbn 978-0-9557285-8-7  
trans. Wiesiek Powaga

‘Dead at 25 in 1957, the Polish postwar firebrand Andrzej Bursa acquired a reputation as 
a quick-burning, existentially tormented rebel: a literary James Dean of the Stalinist era. 
This selection of his quirky, darkly witty work . . . does indeed summon the shades of 
Beckett or Kafka’ – Boyd Tonkin, Independent

Stefan Grabinski  In Sarah’s House    trans. Wiesiek Powaga      isbn 978-0-9557285-3-2    
‘These stories, all with a bizarre twist, are beautifully realised and attentive to detail and I 
couldn’t recommend them highly enough.’  – Nicholas Murray, The Bibliographic Blogger

Gert Hofmann   Lichtenberg & The Little Flower Girl
trans. Michael Hofmann     isbn 978-0-9557285-5-6

‘Lovingly and crazily based on the life of the 18th-century German 
mathematician, who was a dandy despite having a hunchback, Gert 
Hofmann’s final book translated by his son is delightfully anarchic 
and imaginative in its exploration of an unlikely love found and lost’ 
–  Eileen Battersby, Irish Times

Gabriel Josipovici  Only Joking      isbn 978-0-9561073-6-7

‘Only Joking has the light heart which can be revealed at the further 
end of a literary career . . . Frivolous or not, it is a complete pleasure’  
– Nicholas Lezard, Guardian

David Markson  This Is Not a Novel      isbn 978-0-9561073-3-6

‘A swirl of unattributed quotations from other authors, an 
energising expression of readerly ennui and a meditation on 
mortality, it felt like a book one had unconsciously been waiting 
to discover’ – Geoff Dyer, Guardian Books of the Year 2010

Miha Mazzini  The German Lottery      isbn 978-0-9567359-3-5     
trans. Urska Zupanec

By the author of ex-Yugoslavia’s all-time bestselling novel, a political fable that is also 
a satire on youthful idealism, greed, and the coincidence between our beliefs and what 
we want to believe.

   titles in print



Francis Ponge  Unfinished Ode to Mud      isbn 978-0-9557285-6-3

trans. Beverley Bie Brahic
Shortlisted for Popescu Prize for European poetry in translation 2009
‘The directness and simplicity of Brahic’s translation are refreshing, 
and to finally see such previously untranslated works as the titular 
ode is a great thing indeed’ – Luke Kennard, Poetry London

other titles
Greg Loftin  Saxon: the screenplay      isbn 978-0-9557285-4-9

‘A distinct black comedy sensibility . . . Entirely independent and gleefully multi-genre.’ 
– Guardian

Tony Lurcock  Not So Barren or Uncultivated: British travellers in Finland 1760–1830
isbn 978-0-9561073-9-8

‘This fascinating survey of the British in Finland’ – Paul Binding, TLS
‘Impeccably researched, written in an accessible, lively and lucid style, with useful 
appendices, notes, and bibliography, this is a gem of a book which will delight the 
scholar and the general reader alike.’ – Mara Kalnins, Notes and Queries

Jack Robinson  Days and Nights in W12      isbn 978-0-9561073-7-4

‘Ingeniously observed, clever, elliptical and funny. It’s like the best 
moments  from a novel – minus the padding.’ – Geoff Dyer
‘This book . . . covers more moods and raises more hairs on the back 
of the neck than many a more conventional work (each small block 
of prose comes beneath a black-and-white photograph, taken by the 
author) . . . And this isn’t just about W12 – it’s about every urban 
space, including the one in your head.’  – Nicholas Lezard, Guardian

All titles listed under Titles in Print are £7.99 rrp with the exception of Tony Lurcock, 
Not so Barren or Uncultivated, which is £10.00.

Three pamphlets – poems by Dai Vaughan, prose by David Wheatley, drawings by Nick 
Wadley – are available exclusively from the website, www.cbeditions.com.

Jennie Walker, 24 for 3 (McKitterick Prize, 2008), first published by CBe in 2007, is now 
published by Bloomsbury.
Christopher Reid, The Song of Lunch, first published by CBe in 2009 and filmed by the BBC 
in 2010, is now published by Faber.

Nancy Gaffield  Tokaido Road      isbn 978-0-9567359-0-4

Aldeburgh First Collection Prize 2011; shortlisted for Forward First 
Collection Prize; PBS Recommendation
‘The poems are not dry verbal renditions of visual art, but subtly 
arranged artworks in themselves, drawing out the signifcance of 
what’s already there for an engaged and imaginative viewer . . . 
Image and thought, showing and telling, seemed almost comjoined.’  
– Rob Mackenzie, Magma

Joaquín Giannuzzi  A Complicated Mammal      isbn 978-0-9567359-8-0

trans. Richard Gwyn

From the introduction: Giannuzzi ‘cast a powerful influence over two subsequent 
generations of Argentinian writers, for many of whom Giannuzzi represents a kind 
of model, his understated, pessimistic, yet always humane poetry contemplating the 
tumultuous and, for Argentina, often ruinous second half of the 20th century’.

Stephen Knight  The Prince of Wails      isbn 978-0-9567359-6-6

‘His poems are disturbing. There is a frisson of a kind on every page. 
And they have that humour that is simply an alternative to a cry 
of pain. They are edgy, full of doubts, nostalgic but unsentimental. 
They leave you wondering how and why you have changed.’  
– Bernice Rubens

J. O. Morgan  Natural Mechanical      isbn 978-0-9557285-9-4

Aldeburgh First Collection Prize 2009; shortlisted for Forward First 
Collection Prize; PBS Recommendation
‘Natural Mechanical is wonderful – a memoir written in language 
that is cannily involved with the ordinary miracles of childhood. By 
looking hard and exactly at particular things in a particular place, it 
speaks to everyone, everywhere.’ – Andrew Motion
‘Morgan has created a rare biography in a style so vivid it is clearer 
than prose. If those who never touch poetry tried a few pages of this, 
they might become converts.’ – Rosemary Goring, Herald

J. O. Morgan  Long Cuts      isbn 978-0-9567359-2-8

‘A bravura performance of poetic ventriloquism, Morgan 
transcribes Rocky’s hard-won voice into hard-spun verse as vital and 
varied as the hero’s own freewheeling adventures.’ – PBS Bulletin

D. Nurkse  Voices over Water      isbn 978-0-9561073-8-1

Shortlisted for the Forward Prize 2011
‘A book-length narrative sequence, [Voices over Water] tells – elliptically – the story of 
a married couple’s forced emigration from Estonia to Canada in the early twentieth 
century. . . . These are not poems to puzzle through. They are approachable in a way that 
much poetry isn’t, committed to providing lucid testimony.’ – Dai George, Poetry Review

   


